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Community Partner & Teacher of the Year LLuncheon

Air & Space Forces Association (AFA) Chapter 102 hosted their annual
Community Partner and Teacher of the Year (TOY) Recognition Luncheon
September 12, 2025 at Arrowhead Country Club. We were honored to have the
President and Chief Executive Officer of the AFA, Lt Gen Burt Fields, USAF
(Ret.) as our guest speaker. He gave an informative message on what is going
on within AFA. He talked briefly about AFAs top legislative priorities; 1. increased
resources and manpower for the U.S. Space Force, 2. quickly develop and
produce in mass numbers, an uncrewed Collaborative Combat Aircraft (CCA), 3.
combat Airpower Modernization and Sustainment and 4. Acquisition Reform. He
also talked about the importance of our Community Partners and the influence
they have within the community by advocating for a strong Air Force and Space
Force. Lastly, he talked about the upcoming National AFA Convention in National
Harbor, Maryland.

Mrs. Betty McCoy and her team set up this wonderful event which is dedicated to our outstanding Community Partners who
continuously support our Chapter in all its endeavors and without them we would not be anywhere near as successful. Our
2025 Community Partner of the year is Ms Virginia Whitfield. Her support for our chapter and the community is unwavering and
we thank you for all you do.

We also formally recognized our local chapter Teacher of the Year, Ms. Destine’ Ford from Vaughn Road Elementary. We also
recognized our Alabama State & 2nd Place National AFA/Rolls-Royce Teacher of the Year, Kala Grice-Dobbins from Madison
County Career Technical Center in Huntsville. Congratulations to both teachers.

This was a superb event that was enjoyed by all, please consider joining us for our next luncheon at Arrowhead CC on 14 Nov
2025, where we will recognize our incredible Veterans.

Destine’ Ford, with
(from left) school
gifted teacher, Karen
Gill; chapter
president, Scott Key;
Ms Ford; Burt Field;
and national AFA
Teacher of the Year
program co-lead,
Susan Mallett.

Lt Gen Burt Field, USAF (Ret),
President and CEO of the AFA and
Scott Key,Chapter President

2025 Community Partner
Virginia Whitfield ] ] ] ]
Kala Grice-Dobbins, with (from left) national AFA Teacher of the
Year program co-lead, Susan Mallett; chapter president, Scott
Key; Ms Grice-Dobbins; Burt Field; and Kala’s school principal,
Michael Counts.

2025 Chapter 102 Officers
President: Scott Key —— Vice President: Bruce Barton
Secretary: Pat “lrish” McCoy —— Treasurer: Troy Eastman
To contact any of the Chapter officers e-mail AL102.Montgomery@afa.org
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2025 Montgomery Veterans Day Parade

Chapter 102 is working with the Montgomery Military and Veterans Commission to make the 2025 Veterans Day Parade an incredible
celebration for our Vietnam Veterans. This year, Veterans Day in Montgomery is more than just a holiday—it is a solemn promise and a
historic call to action. For the first time in a generation, our city is hosting a major commemoration focused on honoring a group of heroes
who were never properly welcomed home: our Vietham Veterans.

As a designated Veterans Day Regional Site, we are making sure this 50th Anniversary tribute is unforgettable. We are inviting every single
citizen of the River Region to leave your house, grab a flag, and join us on Dexter Avenue. This is your moment to personally deliver that long-
overdue, heartfelt 'Thank You' to the men and women who served in Vietnam. It’s time to show them that Montgomery never forgot.

Our Grand Marshal, Major General Lou Hennies, is a highly decorated Vietnam veteran and former Commander of the elite "Night
Stalkers." He will lead the parade and deliver the keynote address. This is a full military display. The confirmed F-35 flyover will be one of the
most dramatic moments of the ceremony. You can also see the MH-139 Grey Wolf helicopter static display up close at the stadium. We
have activities for everyone! Join us at the Resource Fair, which includes a dedicated Kids Zone with fun, family-friendly activities. This
ensures the whole family can attend.

Sign up to participate in the parade or set up a booth at the resource table at:https://www.montgomeryal.gov/Home/Components/Calendar/
Event/10704/4288

Chapter 102 Annual Veterans Day Luncheon
Friday, November 14, 2025
Arrowhead CC

Be sure to sign up early at AFA102.net for this luncheon. In keeping with the Veterans Week approach,
Colonel Joe Panza, USAF (Ret) will share his experiences as a Jolly Green HH-3E Search and Rescue pilot
on a mission to rescue CIA operatives on mission that didn't exist in a country to which we were not
embarked. The combat rescue mission at Lima Site 85 in Laos in March of 1968 is one about which
books are written. Joe will also share the role the A-1 Sandys played in their close air support mission.

We are also honored to have a Vietnam Sandy pilot, Colonel Win Depoorture, USAF (Ret) who can
offer us more insights.

76th AFA National Convention
R —— —————————SSERANR

Seven members of our Chapter attended the Air and Space Force Association National Convention at the Gaylord National
Harbor Hotel on 20 and 21 September 2025. Three resolutions to change the By Laws were thoroughly discussed and all
were approved. These included: maximum of five (5) directors may be appointed annually by the Chair of the Board, with the
approval of the Board of Directors; updated guidance for the self-nomination process for members who wish to nominate
themselves for a position; and an amendment that provides the AFA Field organizations the latitude to adopt a single-state
AFA Organization where the AFA State Organization is the single “Chapter” for the state. Also, several new positions were
filled to include a new Chair of the Board, Ms. Kathleen Ferguson, others were elected as well: Janelle Stafford - AFA
National Director, Center Area; Dwyer Dennis - AFA National Director at Large; Wes Hallman - AFA National Director at
Large. For additional info on the resolutions and Conference go to: https://www.afa.org/national-convention/.

After attending the 2025 AFA Convention, President Scott Key completed office calls with staff members
from our Congressional Delegation as a continuation of our grassroots advocacy campaign. Great
introductions and support for AFA 102 and the River Region. Offices and contacts were:

- Lee Norton: Military Legislative Assistant for Senator Tuberville

- Abbie Avery: National Security Advisor for Senator Biritt

- Brandan Belser: Military Legislative Assistant for Representative Sewell

-Sophie Martino: Legislative Assistant for Representative Figures

- Haley Stuckey: Military Legislative Assistant for Representative Palmer
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* 1st Place Trophies (Ms. Barbara Truelove)
« Air University Foundation (Mr. Joe Panza)

« Alabama Information Technology Consulting (Mr.

Bob Frye)
- Alabama Power Company (Ms. Leslie Sanders)
« Apropos (Ms. Terri Owen)
Associated Insurance Administrators, Inc. (Mr.
Patrick Albrecht)
- Ballard Companies (Maj. Gen. A. Ballard)
- BGen Rick Boutwell
- City of Montgomery (Mayor Steven Reed)
« Civil Air Patrol (Ms Kristina Jones)
Mr. David Grimes
Mr. David Harwood
« Dr. Allen Peck
« Doug “Cinco” DeMaio
« Col (Ret) Mark Dierlam
« Ms. Eileen L. Harris
Founder, The Montgomery Biscuits (Ms. Sherrie
Myers)
« Friend of AFA102 (Mr. Patrick McCoy)
« Friend of AFA102 (Mr. Chuck Nath)
« GEICO Insurance (Ms. Leslie Parker)
 Golden Animal Hospital (Dr. Mickey Golden)

Andy Potter)

« Goodwyn, Mills, Cawood (Mr. David Reed)

« Hair Odyssey (Mr. David Dandridge)

- Hawthorne & Myers, LLC (Mr. Frank Hawthorne,
Jr)

« Heart of Alabama Food Bank (Ms. Jamie Brown)

« Hodges Warehouse and Logistics (Mr. Paul
Hodges)

« Industrial Partners (Mr. Nimrod Frazer)

« Inscoe Agency (Mr. Jim Inscoe)

- J&K Materials and Trucking, Inc. (Ms. Karen
Montz

- Jerry Holcombe

- Jerry Kyser Builders, Inc. (Mr. Jerry Kyser)

- Justice William B. Sellers

- Kings Table Catering (Mr. Al Steineker)

« Mr. Larry Carter

« Lockheed Martin (Mr. Brian Vaughn)

« MAX Credit Union (Mr. Martin Head)

« Meredith Auto and Tire (Mr. Kevin Meredith)

« Mims Insurance Agency (Mr. Kevin Mims)

« Montgomery Area Chamber of Commerce (Ms.
Anna Buckalew)

« Montgomery Area Chamber of Commerce (Mr.
Scott Rizer)

Goodwill Industries of Central Alabama, Inc. (Mr.

« Montgomery Dentistry

» Navy Federal Credit Union (Ms. LaSherrie
Shuford)

« New York Life (Mr. Scott Key, CLTC)

« New York Life/NYLTFE Securities (Ms. Julie
Lindsey)

» New York Life (Ms. Lisa Ann Williams)

- New York Life (Mr. Joe Donaldson)

- Parker, Gill, Eisen and Stephenson

+ Ms. Patricia O. Smith

 Pepper Tree Steaks N’ Wine — (Ms. Kim Westfall)

« PowerSouth Energy Cooperative (Mr. Horace
Horn)

» Rushton Stakely - Alan Hargrove

» Sanctuary Cigars (Mr. Miller Clemmons)

» Sandra Nickel Hat Team Realtors (Mrs. Sandra
Nickel)

« Seay, Seay, and Litchfield, P.C. (Mr. Jim Seay)

- Seay, Seay, and Litchfield, P.C. (Mr. Wes Osmer)

- ServisFirst (Mr. Carl Barker)

« Smart Bank (Libby Tauton)

« Southeast Cherokee Construction (Lynn Carter)

- State Superintendent of Education (Dr. Eric
Mackey)

« The Alabama Military Support Foundation (Mr.
Jack Galassini)

» The Feed Lot, Inc. (Mr. Casey Forbus)

+ Mr. Todd Strange

« Troy University, (Mr. Jim Smith)

« Wealth Mark Financial Solutions, LLC (Mr. Clay
Edwards)

» Whitfield Consulting (Ms. Virginia Whitfield)

Support OQOur Community
Partners
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President’s Corner,

It has been an exciting quarter! At our Annual
Community Partner Appreciation Luncheon, we
recognized Virginia Whitfield as the 2025
Community Partner of the Year. Also, Susan
Mallet led us in celebrating Destine’ Ford, the
Chapter 102 Teacher of the Year. We were
excited the AFA President and CEO Burt Field,
USAF, Lt Gen (Ret) was on hand to help us
celebrate.

We also sent 7 delegates to the 2025 Air Spaces Forces National
Convention in National Harbor just outside of DC. This is first time in
over a decade that Alabama had all 10 of its delegate slots filled. In
addition to carrying out the business of the organization, we made
grass roots office visits with staff from our CODEL including the
offices of Senators Tuberville and Britt, and Representatives Figures,
Sewell and Palmer. Great opportunity to expand
our influence in the vital advocacy role.
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JAMIE BROWN

DIRECTOR OF CORPORATE & COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS

334-954-1628 Ext. 310 (W)
334-425-8789 (C)

© jamieb@hafb.org
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@ www.hafb.org
@ 521 Trade Center Street

-

Montgomery, AL 36108 ‘\
(\Hc.u'l of Alabama
FOOD BANK

Brian “Thud Vaughn
Air National Guard / Air Force Reserve
F-35 Training Operations Manager

We would like to welcome and thank Jamie Brown and Brian Vaughn for their support as community partners.

SAVE THE DATES

11 Nov 2025 - Veterans Day Parade, Downtown Montgomery, AL
14 Nov 2025 - Veterans Day Luncheon, Arrowhead CC
Mar 2026 - AF Issues Luncheon, Date/Time TBD
May 2026 Gathering of Eagles Luncheon, Wynlakes CC, Date/Time TBD

See www.AFA102.net for event information and registration

The AFA Montgomery Chapter 102 Newsletter is published quarterly by the Montgomery Chapter of the Air and Space Forces
Association for the benefit of its members. Comments, suggestions, or questions regarding chapter activities or the contents of
this newsletter should be directed to either Joe Panza, editor, jpanza@knology.net or Maura Barton at brucemaura@gmail.com.
Newsletter published on a Macbook Pro. Our thanks to Wells Printing for their outstanding service and support of Chapter 102.
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