Air Force Issues Luncheon

Colonel Brian Vaughn, Commander, 187t Fighter Wing (FW)
invited AFA Chapter 102 to have one of our quarterly luncheon at his
base in their dinning facility. This was the first time in memory that we
have had an opportunity to have a luncheon at Dannelly Field, so it was
only fitting to accept his invite and have our AF Issues Luncheon there.

This years lunch was held on Feb 29, 2024. Nearly 100 guests
were treated to a lively presentation by our guest speaker, Colonel Brian
Vaughn, on the capabilities of the 187t FW especially considering they
just received their first three F-35A Lightning Il aircraft. It became readily
apparent after hearing his comments why the 187t was selected among
other competitors to receive this new aircraft. One of the most important
being to keep the legacy of the famous Red Tail Tuskegee Airmen alive
here in Alabama.

He continued with an unclassified AF Issues briefing about the
capabilities of the United States near peer, that being China. He
illustrated their ongoing efforts in the East China Sea to affect sea
operations in that part of the world. He went on to speak about the
growth of their military and space forces that, in time, will rival our
capabilities. It was an eye opening briefing that reminded everyone in the
audience that we need to continue to support the world’s greatest Air
Force so that is remains so for lifetimes to come.

After the luncheon attendees were given an up close look at the
F-35A Lightning Il.

We were honored to have
special guests at our
luncheon, Col (Ret) Win
DePoorter and his wife
Janice. Col DePoorter flew
several types of aircraft but
the one he flew the most was
the A-1E Skyraider during
Vietnam, and to this day he
still holds the impressive
record of 657 air combat
missions.

Attendees at the Annual AF Issues Luncheon got a tour of the F-35A
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The 187th Fighter Wing (FW), Dannelley Field held
their F-35A Lightning Il Aircraft Arrival Ceremony on
February 9, 2024. Governor Kay lvey, Air National
Guard leadership, focal government, military, and com-
munity officials and 187th FW personnel were in atten-
dance.

Gov lvey, Brig Gen Pritchett (Adjutant General of the
National Guard), Maj Gen Efferson (Assisstant to the
Director of Air National Guard) and Col Vaughn (187th
FW, Commander) all touched on the impact of the
F-35A being assigned here in Alabama. Beginning with
the significant roll it will play in our national security, to
the impact it will have on the River Region’s economy,
and finally with the F-35A being assigned to the 100th
Fighter Squadron “Red Tails”, we continue to preserve
and honor the legacy of the World War Il Tuskegee Air-
men.

After the ceremony the F-35A Lightning Il was unveiled
for all to see, followed by a fly over consisting of two
F-35As, an F-16, and a P-51. Attendees got to see up
close, what air superiority looks like! What a day for the
River Region and the state of Alabama.
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William Michael Watson
July 3, 1951 - March 22, 2024
It is with heavy hearts that we say good bye to Mike Watson, owner of
the Aviator Bar, the Alley Bar and Commerce Beer Works. Mike passed
away on Friday, 22 May 2024, after a long illness. He was a valued
Community Partner who provided exceptional support to Chapter 102.
He will be sorely missed.
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2024 GOE Luncheon

Mark your calendars! The annual Chapter 102 event
honoring this year's Eagles will take place in the Wynlakes
Country Club Ballroom on 9 May 2024.

Once again, we have an opportunity to mix and min-
gle with some of the great Eagles and hear first-hand their
stories. Those who have been selected to participate in Air
Command and Staff College’s Gathering of Eagles 2024 pro-
gram are: CSFC (Ret) Clifford Newman, he served as a
Special Forces Team Leader in Vietnam; Lt Gen (Ret) David
Deptula, he was key in Desert Storm planning and execution;
Lt Col (Ret) Tim “Rhino” Bennett, flew both F-15Es and
F-16s and has the first and only air-to-air kill in the F-15E us-
ing an air-to-air ground weapon; Capt (Ret) Guy Gruters,
was an O-1 and 100 Misty Super Forward Air Control in Viet-
nam, flew 412 and was held POW for 1912 days; If his
schedule allows, Mr Gene Kranz, is one of the first and most
iconic NASA Flight Directors; Dr Natalie Crawford, is a Se-
nior Fellow and Distinguished Chair for Air and Space Policy
at the RAND Corp; Col (Ret) James Harvey Il, is one of the
last living Tuskegee Airmen, he flew with the 332nd Fighter
Group’s 99th Fighter Squadron in WWII; and Gen (Ret) Jef-
frey Harrigian, was the United States Air Forces in Europe
and Air Forces Africa Commander and concurrently served as
the Commander of the Allied Air Command and Director of
the Joint Air Power Competence Center, he has flown over
4100 hours in several different aircraft.

Check our web site for registration information. Sign up early,
this event is always a hot ticket sell out!
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SAVE THE DATES

9 May 2024: Gathering of Eagles, Wynlakes CC

Sept 2024 Community Partners Luncheon TBD

14-15 Sep 2024: AFA National Convention, National Harbor, MD
2 Oct 2024: 35th Annual Golf Tournament, Arrowhead CC

Nov 2024 Veterans Day Luncheon908th Airlift Wing

TBD

See www.AFA102.net for event information and registration
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President's Corner

F-35s, Eagles, MH-149 Grey Wolfs, Blue Angels, Commemorative

Air Force, drones, STEM machines, Teacher of the Year Orientation

Flight—seems as if hummingbirds are not the only flyers that

Spring has attracted to the River Region. Thanks to each member

of the Executive Committee who played a part in making these
wonderful events happen.

Your EXCOM has been aggressive in searching for ways to expand AFA Montgomery
Chapter 102’s presence in the area. We are working with the Mayor’s staff, Alabama
Department of Veterans’ Affairs, and the Chamber of Commerce, to help organize and
coordinate a Veterans’ Day Parade. We intend to have a float!

To make all this happen and keep the momentum going, we need your help. If you are
an active duty or retired Air Force member or an interested civilian, please join us. The
EXCOM meets at 0700 the 3 Wed of each month at the Goodwill Office on Air Base
Blvd. Call me at 334-717-6476 and we can discuss where you best fit. Let's do this!

Scott Rey

Support Qur Community
Partners

1st Place Trophies (Ms. Barbara Truelove)

Air University Foundation (Mr. Joe Panza)

Alabama Information Technology Consulting (Mr. Bob
Frye)

Alabama Power Company (Ms. Leslie Sanders)

Dr. Allen Peck

Apropos (Ms. Terri Owen)

Associated Insurance Administrators, Inc. (Mr. Patrick
Albrecht)

Ballard Companies (Maj. Gen. A. Ballard)

Baptist Health (Mr. W, Tyner)

Baptist Health (Mr. Peter Selman)

Mr. Brent Krause

Brown Studio Architecture (Mr. Sommerville Hill)

City of Montgomery (Mayor Steven Reed)

Civil Air Patrol (Mr. John Desmarais)

Mr. David Grimes

Mr. David Harwood

Dixie Electric Corporation (Mr. Ernie Faulkner)

Mr. Doug "Cinco” DeMaio

Dr. David Thrasher

Ms. Eileen L. Harris

Fairway Independent Mortgage Corporation (Mr. Steve
Kermish)

First Command Financial Planning (Mr. Mark Dierlam)
Founder, The Montgomery Biscuits {(Ms. Sherrie
Myers)

Friend of AFA102 (Mr. Patrick McCoy)

Friend of AFA102 (Mr. Chuck Nath)

GEICO Insurance (Mr. Perry Hudson)

Golden Animal Hospital {Dr. Mickey Golden)

Goodwill Industries of Central Alabama, Inc. {Mr. Andy
Potter)

Goodwyn, Mills, Cawood (Mr. David Reed)

Hair Odyssey (Mr. David Dandridge)

Henig Furs, Inc. (Mr. Michael Henig)

Hodges Warehouse and Logistics (Mr. Paul Hodges)

Hooper and Associates (Mr. Perry Hooper, Jr.)
Industrial Partners (Mr. Nimrod Frazer)

Inscoe Agency (Mr. Jim Inscoe)

Integrated Computer Solutions (Mr. Steve Goldsby)
J&K Materials and Trucking, Inc. (Ms. Karen Montz
Jerry Kyser Builders, Inc. (Mr. Jerry Kyser)

Mr. Jim Ridling

Justice William B. Seliers

Kings Table Catering (Mr. Al Steineker)

Mr. Larry Carter

Larry Puckett Chevrolet Inc. (Mr. Larry Puckett)

Ms. Lisa Williamson

MAX Credit Union {(Ms. Jamie Brown)

Meredith Auto and Tire (Mr. Kevin Meredith)

Mims Insurance Agency (Mr. Kevin Mims)
Montgomery Area Chamber of Commerce (Ms. Anna
Buckalew)

Montgomery Area Chamber of Commerce (Mr. Scott
Rizer)

Montgomery Aviation Corp (Mr. William Hudgens)
Montgomery Dentistry

Navy Federal Credit Union (Ms. LaSherrie Shuford)
New York Life {Mr. Scott Key, CLTC)

New York Life/NYLTFE Securities (Ms. Julie Lindsey)
New York Life (Ms Lisa Ann Williams)

Ms. Patricia Smith

PowerSouth Energy Cooperative (Mr. Horace Horn)
Raymond J. “Corky” Hawthorne, Attorney (Mr.
Raymond Hawthorne)

Rushton Stakely (Mr. Alan Hargrove)

Sanctuary Cigars (Mr. Miller Clemmons)

Sandra Nicket Hat Team Realtors (Mrs. Sandra Nickel)

Seay, Seay, and Litchfisld, P.C. {Mr. Jim Seay)
Seay, Seay, and Litchfield, PC. (Mr. Wes Osmer)
ServisFirst (Vicki Belcher)

Southeast Cherokee Construction {Lynn Carter)

Southern Preparatory Academy (Ms. Beverly
Callaway)

State Superintendent of Education (Dr. Eric Mackey)
Taylor Insurance Agency (Mr. Donald Taytor)

TCU Consulting Services, LLC

The Alabama Military Support Foundation {Mr. Jack
Galassini)

The Feed Lot, Inc. {Mr. Casey Forbus)

Mr. Todd Strange

Mr. Tom Albrecht

Troy University, (Mr. Ray White)

Whitfield Consulting (Ms. Virginia Whitfield)

Wealth Management Partners, LLC (Mr. Keary Foster)
Wealth Mark Financial Solutions, LLC (Mr. Clay
Edwards)
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The AFA Montgomery Chapter 102 Newsletter is published quarterly by the Montgomery Chapter of the Air and
Space Forces Association for the benefit of its members. Comments, suggestions, or questions regarding chapter
activities or the contents of this newsletter should be directed to either Joe Panza, editor, at (334)315-0867 or
jpanza@knology.net or Maura Barton at (334)314-8538 or brucemaura@gmail.com. Newsletter published on a
Macbook Pro. Our thanks to Wells Printing for their outstanding service and support of Chapter 102.




